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Griff Was Here (A Special Place)

Date
1989

Primary Maker
O'Kelly, Mick

Medium
Photograph

Description
"My memories of childhood and adulthood are 
nostalgically carefree and happy ones, playing games and 
curiously awaiting what the future held in store. This is a 
subjective work about my growing up in a community on 
the outskirts of Dublin. It is a typical corporation housing 
estate with a population larger than the city of Limerick. 
In its conception it was an awesome bringing together of 
families from Dublin's inner city and rural regions. It must 

have been very difficult on all new settlers beginning a new life separated from family and friends in this 
alien environment. Through a sharing in a common struggle of everyday life, to overcome inadequate 
health care, transport, shopping and recreational facilities, indignant of living in a hermetic concrete urban 
landscape. Over a period of twenty years of harassing councillors and government authorities, through 
organised resistance the tenants have collaboratively obtained some of what was rightfully theirs. The 
majority of folks who live in this community are ordinary people building a satisfactory quality of life for 
themselves. The work force is predominantly men of the industrial tradition where hard work was the 
etiquette of the day. In time of high unemployment 'Strategies for Economic Growth' seem like a very 
abstract notion for a people who face the reality of de-industrialisation in a system which regards their 
lives as disposable. For this exhibition I offer one of my many memories of living and growing up in 
Ballyfermot." Mick O'Kelly

Dimensions
Object: 74 × 53 cm


